
 

 

                 
 
 
 

Perth to Sydney Newsletter– June 2020 
 
 
Welcome to the June 2020 Newsletter for the Perth to Sydney Marathon 
Rerun 2021. 
  
Unfortunately, we begin with the very sad news that much loved Victorian, 
Rally fanatic, and Historic Rally Association member Ray Daniel has passed 
away following a battle with cancer. On behalf of all participants of this event 
we extend our sincere condolences to Ray’s wife Margaret, their family and all 
their friends. Ray entered the Perth to Sydney event very early and claimed Car 
#6, and we know he was very much looking forward to participating in the 
event.  I am sure that we will all remember Ray for his commitment to the HRA 
and Australian rallying in general. We will take time on the event to remember 
him.  
 
Next we would like to take the time introduce you to the Committee bringing 
this event to you.  
 
Xanthea Boardman Xanthea has accepted the role of the Secretary of the 

Event bringing to the event significant experience 
running very successful classic rally events with the 
MG Car Club NSW. 

Michael Batten President of the Historic Rally Club of NSW and ACT 
and well respected in rallying circles, Michael will 
take on the role of the equivalent of the Event 
Checker usually nominated by MA/CAMS , to provide 



 

 

an overarching process of continuous review and 
feedback across all aspects of the event.  

Robert Mason Rob will provide the essential service of Safety Officer 
and brings to the event strong industry expertise as a 
recognised WHS Professional with experience across 
Aeronautics, Mining, Health and Manufacturing 
industries, combined with many years of Club and 
State level motor sport experience. 

Ted Norman Ted is a long term member of the Classic Rally Club of 
NSW helping to organise classic rally events and has a 
management experience in the Printing industry that 
will come in very handy. 

Ian Richards Very well known in rallying circles as a competitor 
and event organiser. We are pleased to advise that 
Ian is taking on the role of Assistant to the Event 
Director and will also operate as Car 000 during the 
event. Ian is providing expert advice on the route and 
scheduling preparation together with the Road Book 
construction.  

Michael Voger-Mason Brings Logistics Management expertise to the Event. 
New to Historic Rallying but eager to learn. 

Sam Matthews Also new to Historic Rallying but brings a technology 
engineering capability to the event. 

Ian Lane Is assisting the Event Director with Project 
Management and support to help to keep the 
Committee on track.  

Peter Lane Peter is brother to Ian and also from SA and will 
provide General Committee support.  

Laurie Mason Brings nothing really of any note to the Committee 
other than dreaming up this Event.  Will be taking on 
the Event Director role and will be delegating 
profusely to all of the Committee to deliver the best 
possible event we can for all Participants. 

  
Bob Watson Continues to provide timely and sage advice to the 

Event Director. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Progress Since Last Update 
 
It is true to say that this event started in a relatively unconventional manner 
with the survey that asked, “if an event of this kind were to be held, would 
anybody be interested in participating?” Well we all know the answer to that 
question has been emphatic, the response was overwhelming with the interest 
far exceed first expectations. So much so that we have had to close the entries 
much earlier than we thought.  
 
Thank you All for your interest, confidence in we the unknown to deliver the 
event, the Committee now formed, and for your financial commitment to the 
event. 
 
Over the last two months we have ramped-up (roped-in) the organisational 
capacity to deliver the event. The Committee has been formed and roles 
(thrust upon individuals) and responsibilities unfairly allocated. But that is 
what a Director is there to do I am told? We have drafted a plan of attack and 
from that define regular meetings to assess progress and sort through issues. 
We have begun to itemise all the activities and interdependencies, nominating 
delivery dates and estimating resources. As you might appreciate an event of 
this magnitude needs a long list of actions organised and completed to deliver 
the sort of event you will expect. The Committee are working very hard behind 
the scenes to get all the necessary things identified and completed. 
 
While we do this, we ask for your patience as we “get our act together”. If we 
don’t communicate as often as you think we should, we apologise up front as 
we have our heads down and tails up. Please send us a note to the new event 
email address (p2sm2021@vogueautomotive.com.au ) if you have a concern 
and your request will be answered by any member of the Committee. We will 
respond as quickly as we can.  
 
On that note, we are working to provide a better method of communication 
with you before and during the event, and not include everyone on the planet 
who will not be attending the event. Systems have been recommended that 
will provide you with notifications on mobile phone as well as via email. We 
are looking at these at the moment. They are useful but not infallible. We will 
let you know how our assessment goes in the coming weeks, but we may ask a 
few of you to join a trial group to help in our assessment.  
 



 

 

The following actions are just some of the other things we have been working 
on; 
 

1. The Committee Members coming up to speed with each of their roles 
and the responsibilities each includes and starting on the activities we 
have identified. 

2. Working through what should be included in the Event and how things 
should operate during the Event. Event inclusions costed so that a final 
entry fee amount can be communicated as soon as possible. 

3. The finalisation of the route in detail so that the Event Schedule and 
Operational Plans can be developed, and the overall Event Plan 
prepared.  

4. Continued contact and discussions with State and Local Governments, 
Health and Emergency Organisations, and Property and Land-Owners 
through which the route will pass right the way across the country. 

5. Working through the on-the-ground logistics of overnight stops, meals 
and accommodation types and availability, the service offerings, and 
costs of each.  

6. The planning and assessment of arrangements for special events along 
the route and the logistics to complete these. 

7. The development of the systems and processes to be used to deliver our 
duty of care for the safety and wellbeing of all participants on the event. 

8. Keeping you informed of progress we make along the way.  
 
Other activities of an event of this magnitude (that we are finding out) are; 
 

9.  Branding and Communications, 
10.  Event liability and insurances. 
11.  A million and one things that we may have overlooked.  

        
A Reminder of the Event Objectives 
 
The Committee have identified the following key objectives for the Event. 
 

1. To conduct an Historical Rally event that reflects and honours the 
origins of the 1968 London to Sydney Marathon and all those who 
participated in and/or were associated with that event.  

2. To conduct an event where due of care to all participants safety and 
wellbeing is of the highest priority. 



 

 

3. To conduct an event that all participants will hopefully remember 
fondly for years to come.  

4. To conduct an event that reflects the values and objectives of the 
Historic Rally Club of NSW and ACT’s as promoters and supporters of 
the Event. 

5. To act responsibly at all times to the Underwriters, Promoters, 
Participants, Property Owners, Government and Local Authorities, 
Governing Bodies and the General Public. 

6. To deliver positive outcomes to Rural Communities across Australia 
through which the Event will pass. 

 
While the above statements might sound like motherhood statements, they 
will act as the guiding principles under which the Event will be managed and 
judged.  
 
Members of the Committee working on the Road Book have been toiling over 
the route in fine detail including all of the locations of the 1968 Route Time 
Control (TC) and Passage Control (PC) locations. In order to maximise the 
experience for all Crews, we are endeavouring to have all of the Time Controls 
and Passage Controls manned as per the 1968 Marathon event. We are 
choosing to do this for the purpose of “authenticity” as well as our duty of care 
for participants safety and well-being to ensure all participants are accounted 
for through all sections of the event. Major Controls (MC) will also be 
established at Overnight Stops and will similarly record vehicle arrival and 
departures as part of the event Safety Plan.  
 
Generally speaking, the Committee has agreed that the event will adopt the 
essential elements of the protocols that would typically apply to Closed Road 
Rallies utilising the operation of Cars 000 up to 24 hours ahead of the field to 
make sure that roads are open and safe to pass since the reconnaissance.  Car 
00 will confirm control points are established and safely in place and prepared 
for vehicles to arrive. A rotation roster for Cars 00 and 0 will be employed 
based on the sections circumstances we have identified. Weather and other 
condition monitoring will play a key part in the assessment process with 
alternate route sections (Plan B’s) are part of the route logistics to be called 
upon if the need arises.  
 
Sweep vehicles will be used to assist Crews as required and to close Controls.  
Radio contact between Official Vehicles and Crews will be maintained at all 
times using both UHF and Satellite phone technologies together with a relay 



 

 

vehicle travelling midway through the field. These processes are part of the 
comprehensive Event Safety Plan that will inform the Event Regulations, the 
Operational Procedures for the event and the Daily Crew Briefings. 
    
Daily Crew Briefings will be held prior to the event departure from Overnight 
Stops each day. Pre-Start (daily) Radio Checks and Control Check-Out and 
Overnight Stop Check-In procedures are being developed to ensure all 
Crews/Vehicles depart and arrive safely each day. 
 
Event Incident Management will be used to report any issue that requires a 
safety intervention or event effectiveness review.  
  
With this in mind, mandatory vehicle inclusions are being finalised to ensure 
that Crews/Participants carry essential equipment on the event. These items 
will be specified in the Event Regulations.  
   
This is probably enough “News” from the Committee for now, we will continue 
to work hard to complete the many tasks needed to make this event happen, 
and we are looking forward to the announcement that the borders will be 
open so we can head off on the reconnaissance to complete the final route 
checks.  
 
If you have any questions at this time, please do not hesitate to make contact, 
and please stay safe and well and keep up the banter on the Facebook Group. 
 
 
Best regards, 
Laurie Mason 
Event Director 
On behalf of the Event Committee. 


