
 

 

 

    

 

 

Update 1.0 – April 2020 

 
Dear Perth to Sydney Marathon 2021 Entrant, 
 
The Organisers wish to thank you for expressing an interest in the Perth to Sydney Marathon 2021 
and hopefully as you hear more of what is planned for the event, you will decide to enter the event. 
 
This Update is intended to provide you with some background to how the event came about and the 
current status of the progress of development. 
 
Background to the Event: 
 
The event was born in Laurie Mason’s brain when upon retirement, he started sorting through boxes 
of stuff at home and came across a Daily Telegraph Supplement on the event from 1968.  His 
interest was piqued and he set about trying to find the route taken across Australia with an objective 
to one day drive the route. Resulting from the subsequent research, contact was made with an 
owner of a vehicle purporting to be an original 1968 entrant.  That car has now been confirmed as 
Car # 40 from the event. In 2018, an event was run to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the 1968 
event, which ran from Wangaratta to Warwick Farm from the 14th to the 17th December. By all 
accounts from those who participated, it was an enjoyable event. 
 
Feedback from the 2018 event suggested that the format of the event suited most of those who 
attended, with many entrants indicating that the relaxed less formal nature of the event was in 
keeping with a general change of values and constraints that were seen to be applying to them with 
their favourite sport. The flexibility offered by an event that provides a relaxed mix of social 
engagement with the ability to use their favourite vehicle in landscapes they enjoy most, is what 
most attracts them to such an event. Holding an event over recognised significant event routes is an 
added bonus. 
 



 

 

 
Objective: 
 
The objective of this event is to celebrate the 1968 London to Sydney Marathon, its concept, its 
creation, the participants, the placegetters, the vehicles that still remain, and to drive the route 
across Australia that has not been followed in its entirety since the original event back in December 
1968. 
  
The 1968 event was the last of its type, no other event has been run in the same format over such a 
distance or has had such an impact on rallying across the world.  The 1968 London to Sydney 
Marathon is unique in its place in Worldwide Rallying, and we have a unique opportunity to drive 
the Australian section of the event for the first time in over 53 years.   
 
The objective to drive the route is combined with a mixture of social interaction and enjoyment with 
friends both old and new. The Organisers have the added objective to ensure that all participants on 
the event do so safely in numbers, as inexpensively as possible, within the context of your particular 
preferences, and to finish the event with a wonderful collection of memories and memorabilia that 
you will find rewarding and noteworthy. 
 
Event Status: 
 
The Organisers have completed an extensive route identification and can confirm that more than 
98% of the original 1968 Route is able to be accessed.  The route includes all of the original 
road/track alignments through outback Western and South Australia, some of which have been lost 
in time, realignments seemingly covering their existence. The route from Quorn in South Australia to 
Broken Hill in NSW has some interesting history, and was mostly driven in 2018 with the section 
from Wangaratta to Sydney already fully route charted for the 2018 event.  Hindmarsh Station 
owners John and Jenette Hindmarsh are looking forward to hosting us back there again in 2021. 
 
Arrangements are well advanced for the Start of the event with plans afoot for the Event 
Registration to be held at the Perth Motor Museum followed by a Prologue Dinner with Pre-Event 
Participant Briefing at a relaxed venue with wonderful views over the Indian Ocean where weather 
permitting we will witness a glorious sunset over the ocean. 
 
The Start will be from Gloucester Park on the edge of the City of Perth, the field then following the 
route out of town north for about 4 ½ Hours to a refuel stop at Paynes Find. From there we tackle 
the real Western Australian Outback on our way to Youanmi and south via Bullfinch. 
 
Approvals have been sought from property owners/managers along the route and thus far all have 
agreed to the event proceeding, subject to any adverse conditions at the time of the event that may 
have an impact on route accessibility. 
      
Some sections of the route have been tarred since the Marathon, so the Organisers are considering 
providing options where this is the case, to deviate from the exact route for appropriate distances to 
take in sections of road that will provide an experience of the original Marathon route. One such 
section is a 400kms section from Wirrulla to Iron Knob in South Australia on the Eyre Highway. A 
deviation can be taken at Wirrulla towards Mt Ive Station to the north to rejoin the original route at 
Iron Knob. The distance is virtually the same (400+Kms each way) only via the dirt roads through Mt 
Ive instead of tar along the Eyre Highway. The Organisers ask for feedback from you whether the 
event should consider this or not. 
 



 

 

The event as planned is approximately 5660 kms with the longest section being approximately 1050 
Kms from Norseman to Ceduna, inclusive of a time zone change of 2 hours. A 7.00am start in 
Norseman will see a finish time in Ceduna of approximately 9.00pm.  The Organisers are considering 
including a Rest Day in Ceduna to provide an opportunity for crew rest as well as vehicle 
maintenance before the long run to the East Coast.   
 
The event is not a competitive event, and as a result there will be no prizes awarded. A “Finishers 
Plate” will be issued to all crews that complete the Marathon from Coast to Coast.  
 
If a full field of Marathon Entries is received, the Organisers are contemplating including a Challenge 
Event to the Group to join from Wangaratta for the four days drive to Warwick Farm as per the 2018 
Anniversary Event. This will be totally dependent upon a fully subscribed Marathon Field.  Within the 
event scope of planning the Organisers are also considering the possibility of a Special Dinner Event 
to be held in Wangaratta where some special guests from Melbourne and others from Sydney will 
join us to make for a very special night of memories and stories.   
 
To conclude this update, the Organisers would like to extend their sincere appreciation to the 
President and Committee of the Historic Rally Club of NSW and Act for their vote of confidence in 
the event and the Organisers by promoting the event through the Club.  The Organisers will do 
everything in their power to ensure that the event reflects positively on the Club and its 
Membership. 
 
 
Laurie Mason 
Event Director  
 
 


